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an overnight bivouac nearby. The next few 

days see more of the same, culminating in 

a climb up nearby Bokor mountain to the 

abandoned colonial-era villas on the summit 

and a nearby derelict casino. Lizards and 

spiders scamper into the shadows and bats 

flit across staircases as we walk through 

deserted hallways once lit by chandeliers.

Mind the mines
Highlight: Ta Prohm temple

Cambodia is still very heavily mined – a 

legacy of the Khmer Rouge period and the 

wars that followed, and our exploring of the 

west of the country is limited by this. I’ve 

arranged, however, to visit the Cambodian 

o�ces of the Halo Trust (halotrust.org), the 

largest de-mining organisation in the world, 

a British group made famous some years ago 

by the involvement of Princess Diana.

They are based outside the town of Siem 

Reap in the north, so we turn the wagons 

away from the coast and set o� on a day-

long run up the centre of the country. The 

Halo Trust, like many other organisations, 

are Land Rover loyalists. They love their 

Defenders, which are tough, dependable 

workhorses that carry de-mining teams into 

some of the most inaccessible and remote 

areas of Cambodia. Like many of us, they 

view the approach of the next-generation 

Defender with trepidation!

I spend an absorbing yet often shocking 

day with the Halo Trust teams. Moving 

through mined areas gives me a first-hand 

impression of how the Defenders are used. 

Fields or paths are often sown with anti-

personnel and anti-vehicle mines, so the only 

access point is often a river system or swamp 

area where the minelayers thought no one 

in their right minds would venture. That’s 

where the Defenders have to go, carrying a 

full team of de-mining operatives along with 

their heavy equipment. 

It’s an eye-opening experience and gives 

me huge respect for the de-mining teams 

and their hard-working Land Rovers. The 

trucks are feeling the pace, though. Many 

of them are 20-plus-year-old Tdis, scarred 

and battered from countless missions into 

the punishing jungle landscape. Equally 

telling is the Halo teams’ need for Defender 

ambulances – some of the injuries are hellish, 

with the Defenders being the only vehicles 

that can get to the casualties. 

Spare parts for the Defenders are crucial – 

even service parts are not always easy to find, 

and the trust has reached the sad state of 

having to cannibalise some of their Defender 

fleet for parts to keep the rest rolling. They 

have asked for help from the UK aftersales 

market, for donations of service parts and 

consumable items. If anyone can help out, 

please contact them at mail@halotrust.org.

After a day with the de-mining teams, I 

explore the mine-free region around Siem 

Reap. A thousand years ago this was the 

centre of the ancient Khmer culture, and it’s 

here that you will find the famous temples 

that loom from the jungle like mythical 




